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It oceurs to me that both Hiroshima and the founder of Taido witnessed, suffered and survived the
disastrous scene of war 64 vears ago. Today, as we hold the Fifth World Taido Championship with manj,r
representatives from various nations here in Hiroshima, we can be assured that it is our time to bring new
energy and new ideas to accomplish our mission and responsibilities to vounger generations—to secure
their bright future with global peace and stability,

Taido began with the ideas of its founder, Seiken Shukumine I (1925-2001), whose experience as a
kaiten (human torpedo) pilot during wartime had great influence on the invention of new techniques. His
teaching emphasizes the education and training of qualified instructors to enrich their sense of humanity as
well as their fighting skills and knowledge.

The Sixties in Japan were a decade generally associated with the Japanese economic miracle, and
Taido started in that context with the subtitle- "21st Century Art of Self-Defense.” Despite our hope for a
peaceful world, the beginning of the 21st century was marked by the terrorist attacks now known as 911
and the threat of proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, While human conflict has been a constant
factor in the process of social evolution and cultural phenomena, through direct experience of military
history, Hiroshima and Taido both seek not to repeat the mistakes of the past.

Finally, I would like to express my appreciation to all who are gathered here today, especially to the
members of the organizing committee who have brought these events to fruition with total success. Our
time and space as individuals may be limited, but we also call our martial art “Taido Unlimited,” because
we believe in its potential to develop even further, without limit.
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It gives me great pleasure on behalf of the supporting staff and myself to welcome all of the
competitors from the participating 9 countries to the 5th World Taido Championship.

Here in Japan, the Mecca of Taido, to congregate in Hiroshima, world renowned city of peace, it is only right to
hold a competition in the spirit of friendship and cultural exchange. This coming together holds great benefit for all

Pupils of Taido, in the pursuit of mastering the art, bémme themselves independent people. However at the
same time, in concert with others, they can tackle great obstacles, This society holds these concepts to heart.

The theme of this competition is * # " ("wa") - friendship, harmony, or peace. Even from ancient
times, this word “#1" is combined with “world” to mean “peaceful world,” and carries great virtue and
respect in Japan. The father of Taido, Shukumine Seiken, in his words "The martial art that incorporates
the movement and balance of the universe” essentially refers to being at peace with the universe; and
Hiroshima is the city of peace. These are all reasons for us coming together at this time.

It is my hope that the competitors that have come from around the world hold in their hearts a respect for and
get to know each other. In addition, may all of your hard work and practice pay off for yow I believe that the true
purpose of this competition is to bring people from around the world together in the spirit of friendship and peace.

In closing, I would like to express my deepest gratitude to Hiroshima Prefecture, Hiroshima City, and
all of the sponsors and competitors that have made this competition possible.

Give it all vour best
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